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PRESS RELEASE: PRESIDENTIAL CABINET RESHUFFLE
The Higher Education Transformation Network, acting on behalf of its alumni membership,
hereby condemns in the strongest terms the wholesale dismissal and relocation of 15 Ministers
and Deputy-Ministers effected by President JG Zuma on the 30th March 2017.
We strongly condemn the removal of strong capable and competent Ministers and rotation of
and retention of disreputable Guptarised incompetents in the Cabinet. The replacement of
amongst others Pravin Gordhan as Finance Minister is most unfortunate and will hurt the long
term development of the SA economy. When Ministers and resultantly Director Generals and
their management teams leave a workplace, they leave with their combined institutional memory
and experience.
President Zuma has, through this latest Cabinet reshuffle, effectively defocused the institutional
capacity of the state from its mandate to serve the poor and has relegated the proud legacy of
South Africa to that of another African banana Republic state where the interests of a small rich
bellicose Gupta family supersede the interests of the SA citizen where the rule of law has broken
down.
“To let things slide for the sake of peace and friendship when a person has clearly done wrong
and refrain from principled argument because he is an old acquaintance, a fellow townsman, a
schoolmate, a close friend, a loved one or old subordinate or to touch on matters lightly instead
of going into it thoroughly so as to keep on good terms. The result is that both the organization
and the individual are harmed”. – Chairman Mao Zedong (China)
Unless the ruling party and Parliament removes President Zuma as soon as possible, then the
legacy of Chief Luthuli and the aspirations of the Kliptown Freedom Charter will be relegated into
history and the ruling party will be punished at the polls by the electorate. Ends.
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About the Higher Education Transformation Network (HETN):The Higher Education Transformation Network (HETN) is an independent network of alumni and graduates from various higher
education and further educational institutions across South Africa committed to the process of transformation of education and
training to increase equitable and meaningful access to education, skills and learning to eliminate of socio-economic disparities.

