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Date: 12th October 2017
For Immediate Release
PRESS RELEASE: HIGH COURT JUDGEMENT AHMED TIMOL INQUEST
The Higher Education Transformation Network (HETN) hereby takes note of the judgement
delivered today by the Honourable Judge Billy Motlhe (J) in the Gauteng High Court on the
outcomes of the Ahmed Timol inquest.
This judgement comes 46 years later and closes a sad chapter in the historically significant but
gruesome death of Ahmed Timol, a young political martyr who was mercilessly murdered by
being pushed out of a Johannesburg police building by a gang of murderous apartheid security
police thugs.
We welcome the judgement by Judge Billy Motlhe and trust that the Human Rights Commission
will proceed to open formal inquest hearings into all cases of alleged apartheid suicides by antiapartheid activists in police custody to ensure closure for all affected families.
That the Timol family had to spent countless resources in a bid to obtain justice is unacceptable
in the new post 1994 Constitutional dispensation.
Critical Outcomes of Judgement
The most critical outcome of the judgement delivered by Judge Billy Motlhe (J) today is the clear
complicity of professionals in the form of apartheid-era magistrates, judges, attorneys, advocates
and doctors who have proceeded to defy their professional oaths and proceeded to perjure
themselves through lying under oath, submitting tainted evidence and aiding / abetting largescale
executions, deprivations of assets, and other forms of human rights abuses in defence of the
apartheid state.
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As an alumni association of professionals, the Network is in the process of constituting its Legal
Sub-Committee constituted of a panel of like-minded graduates and members whose duty will
be to spearhead the litigation programmes of the Network on a pro-bono basis.
Part of the functions of the above-mentioned will be to compile a register and take appropriate
legal action against all complicit apartheid-era legal and health professionals, namely
magistrates, judges, attorneys, advocates and doctors (practising or retired) who have
compromised their professional oaths by participating in, aiding or abetting apartheid killings,
dispossessions and other forms of injustices or obfuscations of the law in defence of apartheid.
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About the Higher Education Transformation Network (HETN):The Higher Education Transformation Network (HETN) is an independent network of alumni and graduates from various higher
education and further educational institutions across South Africa committed to the process of transformation of education and
training to increase equitable and meaningful access to education, skills and learning to eliminate of socio-economic disparities.

