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For Immediate Release
PRESS RELEASE: HETN CONDEMNS THE DE-ACCREDITATION OF WALTER SISULU
UNIVERSITY (WSU) LLB DEGREE BY COUNCIL FOR HIGHER EDUCATION (CHE)
The Higher Education Transformation Network (HETN) hereby condemns the de-accreditation
of the Walter Sisulu University (WSU)’s LLB legal degree by the Council for Higher Education
and Law Society of South Africa.
The Network is concerned that the CHE’s decision is harsh and fails to consider the socioeconomic-educational implications of its decision in summarily withdrawing its accreditation to
the Walter Sisulu University (WSU), a large multi-campus and previously disadvantaged
institution which serves the entire Eastern Cape province, itself a large semi-rural and poor
province within the Republic of South Africa.
It is our view that there exists major disparities between historically-advantaged institutions and
historically disadvantaged universities such as the WSU and that the Council for Higher
Education (CHE) has over the years neglected its own developmental approach in neglecting to
provide the requisite support mechanisms, advice and requisite funding to support struggling
institutions such as WSU to ensure adherence to its educational quality provision accreditation
guidelines.
It is further our view that the CHE’s mandate in terms of the Higher Education Act 101 of 1997
and the National Qualifications Framework Act 67 of 2008 is amongst others, to ensure the
transformation of the higher education sector in line with the objectives of the National
Development Plan Vision 2030. If the CHE continues to neglect its own developmental approach,
then institutional disparities in higher education will persist.
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It is further worth noting that to date, the CHE does not have a dedicated business unit dedicated
to providing developmental support to accredited universities.
The Network is by no means providing policy justification for the implementation of sub-standard
programmes in historically disadvantaged institutions, however, if the WSU’s LLB programme
was indeed sub-standard, then it is the statutory responsibility of the CHE to provide policy
guidance, support mechanisms and funding to the WSU to ensure that the programme offered
by the WSU is at par with the rest of the accredited institutions to ensure a fair playing field.
It is thus our view that the CHE’’s decision will have dire and unfair socio-economic-educational
implications and abrogates the rights of Eastern Cape based learners and their families who
wish to access the legal profession. Poor families in Eastern Cape will find it most difficult to
access any other nearby institutions due to distance proximity and pervasive rural poverty
prevalent in the Eastern Cape province.
We are also concerned about the educational fate of thousands of current WSU students who
are in the enrolment pipeline in their first, second, third and fourth year studies within the current
de-accredited LLB qualification offered by the WSU.
The decision by the CHE to further extend conditional accreditation to the University of Cape
Town (UCT) which had almost similar accreditation findings against it further confirms our view
that the WSU should have also been granted a similar conditional extension in order to meet its
accreditation conditions.
The Higher Education Transformation Network will be issuing the requisite correspondence to
the Council on Higher Education (CHE) in due course and does not rule out legal action on the
matter should the CHE not be amendable to our concerns as a stakeholder in higher education.
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About the Higher Education Transformation Network (HETN):The Higher Education Transformation Network (HETN) is an independent network of alumni and graduates from various higher
education and further educational institutions across South Africa committed to the process of transformation of education and
training to increase equitable and meaningful access to education, skills and learning to eliminate of socio-economic disparities.

